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By connecting with us,
you can get real-time
updates from your co-op.

When we say that we live in a connected world, most of us think about technology,
like our smart phones and other devices and gadgets. But when you’re a member of an
electric co-op (that’s you!), there’s so much more to being part of our connected co-op
community.

As member of Butte Electric Cooperative, you help to power good in our local
community through initiatives like food drives, toy drives, and other initiatives that help
the most vulnerable in our community.

We depend on you because you power our success, and when Butte Electric does well,
the community thrives because we're all connected.

We greatly value our connection to you, the members we serve. And wed like to help
you maximize the value you can get from Butte Electric through a variety of programs,
products and services that we offer our members. For example, we can help you

save money on your energy bill through our rebates on peak events and smart home
products. When you download our SmartHub app, you can monitor and manage your
home energy use, pay your bill online and access a menu of additional options for
potential savings and more.

When you follow Butte Electric on social media, you can stay up to date on power
restoration efforts, tree trimming planning, co-op director elections, giveaways and
more. You'll also see photos of our line crews in action and our employees helping with
community service projects—— and who doesn’t enjoy seeing good things happening in
our community!

When you sign up for text alerts/push notifications, you can receive advance notices on
outage and restoration information, billing updates, and changes to Butte Electric event
details.

By connecting with us, you can get real-time updates from your co-op. That’s why we
want to make sure we have your most current contact information on hand. If we can’t
connect with you on these platforms or in person, you could miss out on potential
savings or important information.

Butte Electric Cooperative relies on data for nearly every aspect of our operations, and
up-to-date contact information from our members helps ensure that we can provide the
highest level of service that you expect and deserve.

Updated contact information can even speed up the power restoration process during an
outage. That’s because when you call to report an outage, our automated system recog-
nizes your phone number and matches it with your account location. Accurate informa-
tion helps our outage-management system predict the location and the possible cause of
an outage, making it easier for our crews to correct the problem.

We hope you will connect with us whenever and wherever you can—-whether that
means attending our annual meeting, providing feedback on a recent visit or call with
our employees, or simply downloading our app.

Butte Electric Cooperative exists to serve our members, and when we're better connected
to you and our local community, were better prepared to answer the call.

To update your contact information or to learn more about co-op products and services
that can help you save, visit www.butteelectric.com, call (605)456-2494, or stop by our
office at 109 Dartmouth Ave, Newell, SD 57760.

We look forward to connecting with you!
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CO-OP ¥IPS

Five Ways to Stay Cozy this Winter

Baby, it’s cold outside! When you're feeling chilly at home, there are several budget-
friendly ways you can keep comfortable without turning up the thermostat.

Here are five easy ways to stay cozy this winter.

1. One of the easiest ways to stay cozy at home is to keep your feet warm. Our feet
play a critical role in regulating body temperature, so when your feet are warm,
your body automatically feels warmer. Try a pair of comfortable wool socks or

house slippers to stay toasty.

2. On winter days when the sun is shining, take advantage and harness natural
warmth from sunlight. Open all curtains, drapes and blinds in your home to let

the sunshine in——you’ll be able to feel the difference.

3. Another way to make your home cozier is to use a humidifier. Cold air doesn’t
hold water vapor like warm air, so by adding humidity inside your home, you
can feel a little warmer. A favorable level of humidity inside your home can also

help clear sinuses, soften skin and improve sleep.

4. Beyond adding visual appeal to your home, area rugs can also provide extra
insulation and a warm surface for your feet on cold winter days. Use large area
rugs in rooms where you spend the most time. You'll enjoy the new colors
and textures of the rug, and the additional warmth will help keep your home

comfortable.

5. Whether you're experiencing
extremely cold winter temps or
you simply “run cold,” an electric
blanket can deliver quick warmth
like a regular throw or blanket
cannot. Electric blankets can
include a variety of features, like
timers and dual temperature
settings (if your cuddle buddy
prefers less heat). This winter,
consider an electric blanket
instead of turning up the heat,
and your energy bill will thank
you.

These are just a few ways you can stay cozy this winter without turning up the ther-

mostat. Don’t forget the hot chocolate!
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DIY PROJECTS

A New Year brings new opportunities to
save energy — and money. You may think
energy efficiency upgrades require a great
deal of time and expense, but that’s not
always the case.

If you're interested in making your home
more efficient but don’t want to break the
bank, there are several DIY projects you
can tackle to increase energy savings. Let’s
take a look at three inexpensive efficiency
upgrades that can help you save energy
throughout the year.

1. Trim Dryer Vent

Level of difficulty: easy. Supplies needed: tin
snips, gloves, measuring tape and masking
tape. Estimated Cost: about $25 depending
on the supplies you already have.

If your dryer vent hose is too long, your
dryer is working harder than it has to,
using more energy than necessary. The
vent hose should be long enough for you
to pull the dryer out a couple feet from
the wall, but the shape of the hose should
form a line - it should not have a lot of
slack, with twists and curves. A shorter,
unobstructed vent hose increases the effi-
ciency of your dryer, dries clothing faster
and reduces lint buildup, which can create
potential fire hazards.

Simply measure, mark and trim the hose
to the desired length, then reattach the
hose to your dryer and exterior vent.

If youre unsure about the hose length,
check out YouTube.com for a quick video
tutorial.

2. Seal Air Leaks

Level of difficulty: moderate. Supplies
needed: caulk and caulk gun, weather
stripping, gloves, putty knife, paper towels.
Estimated Cost: $25 to $50 depending on
the materials you purchase.

Sealing air leaks in your home can help
you save 10 percent to 20 percent on

heating and cooling bills. Apply caulk
around windows, doors, electrical wiring
and plumbing to seal in conditioned air.
You should also weather strip exterior
doors, which can keep out drafts and

help you control energy costs. Types of
caulking and weather stripping materials
vary, but ask your local hardware or home
store for assistance if you're unsure about
the supplies you need. For more informa-
tion, the Department of Energy provides
step-by-step instructions for caulking and
weather stripping: https://bit.ly/2Kesu6W.

3. Insulate Attic Stairs
Opening

Level of difficulty: moderate. Supplies
needed (if you build the box yourself):
rigid foam board, faced blanket insula-
tion, tape for foam board, measuring tape,
utility knife, caulk and caulk gun, plywood.
Estimated Cost: $50 to $100.

A properly insulated attic is one of the
best ways to optimize energy savings and
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comfort in your home, but many home-
owners don't consider insulating the attic
stairs, or the opening to your attic space.
Even a well-insulated attic can leak air
through the stair opening, but luckily,
there’s an easy fix.

An insulated cover box can seal and
insulate the attic stairs opening. You can
build your own insulated cover box or
purchase a pre-built box or kit from a local
home improvement store like Menards

or Lowe’s for about $60. If you decide to
build your own, check out these step-by-
step instructions from the Department

of Energy: https://bit.ly/36YNCYQ. It
should also be noted, if your attic opening
is located in a garage that you do not

heat and cool, this upgrade will not be as
effective.

Saving energy doesn’t have to be hard.
With a little time and effort, you can
maximize energy savings and increase
the comfort of your home. To learn about
additional ways to save, contact Butte
Electric Cooperative at (605)456-2494.



ENERGY EFFICIENCY

2021 ENERGY EFFICIENCY
CALENDAR

There are so many ways you can save energy! Saving
energy helps reduce your family’s monthly bills -

Energy

and it helps our environment. Change your energy
use habits by following the monthly tips below. Keep Explﬂrers
this calendar on your refrigerator to remind family
members to be energy efficient throughout the year.
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Ask an adult to
help you plant a
tree to help shade
your home in the
summer.

Turn off ceiling
fans when you
leave room.

Turn off lights
when you leave
aroom.

Instead of turning
up the heat, put on
an extra layer of
clothing or stay cozy
under a blanket.

AUGUST

Decorate your Take short Dry heavy linens Ask an adult to

backyard or
porch with solar-
powered lights.

SEPTEMBER

Turn off running
water while
brushing your

showers instead
of baths.

OCTOBER

Unplug energy
vampires, like
chargers, gaming
consoles and cable/

outside on a
clothesline instead
of using the dryer.

NOVEMBER

Remind family

members to use
cold water when
washing clothes.

help you schedule a
reminder to change
the A/C filter every
60-90 days.

DECEMBER

Decorate your
home with energy-
saving LED
holiday lights.
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